By Frank Smyih

PHOEMIN—Nationa! Rifle Associ
ation President Thomas 1. Wash
mgton sits in s hotel suite with his
stocking feet on the cocktail table
watching ONN “Look af that i

he says painting to Bill Clinton
sporting 2 camouflape shiet hunt
Mg cap and shetgun om the screen
‘Don't delieve that crap " Washing
fon goes of “WS just 2 photo o
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Repablic who's antigun
35 million members, the
NRA remains America’s langest sin-
gle-msue lobby But before members
gathered at the orgsnization’s 12
annuRl convention in Phoonix, Wash.
mgton acknowiedged that the NRA
had been going through “this crisis ™
Indeed, the last two months have
been tough for the gun iobby First
came the Apcil 19 Oklshoms

Ciosure that main suspect Timothy

McVeigh had been an NRA mem-
LEes

ber Then it was established
that McVegh had ties 1o gun-
toling paramilitary militias. the
NRA took even more heat Finally

upound m Waco amount
&d 10 & massive abuse of power, the
NRA sent out a fundramsing letter
that described federal agents as
1ack -booted, government thugs

That letter prompted Geor
o resign as a life member of the
NRA. and in turn led Washington
I0 wrie an open letter to the for-
mer presy g him to re-
consider his resignation

This year the NRAS guest han-
duet speaker was Republican pres:
dential candidate Phil Gramm He
toid a story that drew strong ap-
plause “My 82-year-old mama has
Special revoiver, and she knows
how to use it.” Gramm said, adding
that she had been threstened and
had her house broken into. “And so
my mother says to me Phil. you
reckon with all this meanness. |
ought 10 get me a bigger pistol
But Gramm fell short of promising
o repeal gun controf legisiation. or
nvestigite alleged federal abuses
st gun owners, as the NRA
fasthful had hoped

Though Washington s NRA pres-
wdent, the fundra letler was
signed by Executive Vice President
Wavne LaPwerre jr. the NRAS
most visible icader, who manages its
dasly affairs LaPierre defended his
rhetoric for three weeks But then

on the eve of the convention, he
apologized. saying that he had paint
ed law enforcement authorities with
too broad a brush Washington sup-
ported this apoiogy But because of
it. dozens of more hard-line NRA
figures at an open “Town Hall’
meeting in Phoenix harshly criti-
cuzed LaPerre “We don't want to
be portrayed by anybody as stepping
ba NRA board director T §
lobnston told the Voice Similarly,
explained Second Vice President
Neal Knox 1 don't think it was an
apology. It was a clarification.

Knox, 59, himself has compared
e NRA leadership to the politbu
and today wiclds more power
than any other figure over the gun
lobby. For decades Knox has been
one of the gun community’s most
widely read magazine columnists,
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writing frequently about :
Candidates for its board of d
are elected nationally. and it usual
ly takes over 40.000 votes to
Knox }
buries— o
For example, this year his
28 out of 28 open seats. “We won
em all.” gloats incumbent director
Robert K. Corbin

Johnston agrees “The majority of
the board are Mr Kxx's alfies.” he
says. Even Knoxs opponents now
openly concede this point “Thst's
always a bad situanon, when you have
somebody that has a growp that maore
or less, if he just rases his hand they
wait tll he does, and they're gonna
vote that way, * says director joe Foss,
4 past pressient. South Dekota gov
ernor, and decorated Worki War 1
marine, who is widely regarded as

e ook

cider statesman
Washingmon
radienal wing o

ton hamself is an
as fong defended

reeord respected by ¢
and athers. Since |
has bern exec
Michigan Un Conservation
Clubs, which, @y 1976, helped ead
the fy pass ane of the Brst hoy
the halls i Americs

St sses, however, have g
tie appeal for Knox, a sedf-described
Hard- advocate He even

writes that last years first Whae
House shooting, as well as the assas
smations of john F Kennedy, Martin
it and Robert Kennedy,
have been the work of a fan
ISl gun control conspiracy s @
possible that seae of those mesdents
coukd have been ¢
pose of disarmir
free workl”  reads the November 1
1994 Neal Knox Report Wah
drugs and evil mtent, 1 possibie
Most of the NRAS itics ignore
the differences between leaders hike
Washington and Koox Bt they aee
mportant o & tme wheo an ioreas
g nunber of NRA members sy
opendy defending thewr rght to arawsd
stiruggie And oven more anpostant
at a Lume when 4 oumber of srmed
Moups are reachung ot o the NRA
Take this year's general assermbiy
m Phoeaix As NRA ivaders pub
licly reaffirmed their 31 year policy
A 10 aSOCIME With any onganiza
ton that advocates sther extromiun
o violence, imemders of & group Call
mg dself the Netwosal Alhance
bsed i West Viguws, waore dis
iributing pamphiets o selected udt
viiaals w the sabiciwe
The b hendly 4 sse gt
wil delfervasy e (et wiuch o

a Staned

W raeen B seophe wiy

O a0d e
wh: dpet e s
WIS, ErEomg 2 ower Thas

T BES W cesomae wah
NRA memders Then

PAOKS A snamepde e \NR 4
members homsetees ofen
' ™ W Moo

Backs b ctber noe-Whaes
WETE nheased e g
came Sooding o e B
Py Drovghe chew Blestyie of
il volence wih them
s Oy vy Keep

25NN

Nirase 4 Tvorie  SoRan WA
NRA members The s 4 thes

LOUTRe Wik
& Bw Jugen

L s
Rde s <

WO 8 S0 e of S NRA G
KNS among s cshiawa N
people NE A Deass
fe Natwe

espoasidiiny fo
Vihance, maach @ the s way

NEA denes s responsde
o MOVegR NRA wader d
Metakis avs the
WL SUPROTT sty
e ase have an

SE

adds  Peupke
Aure, Wy o

o

wge with fus Nbssaag  was
PPONNG carty AN oW © & b
NRAs chied byt a8 wvecuine

duechie of LA, s lstdui W Leg
ssve Acoon. Y stand 3N
Sowsiguion
dows, | she san Molekse shbe e
e abeles oy dw NEAE wadiboned
POIKY W W ESocksR wih
Sougmnsaase e MeaRse
seil Das Mol Wik udbes of con st
P, T Mawugie Miliw, i uan
ATy WROVegh s wsiiie Do
g RaNpect, Nohus, hwve
portedly boen cmaesod i

Phus mouth, ABU's Vepiubine w
portest e Mieteave Bed mei wda

dmer M

Sy

gae M

AR N SN




S§EsETE BT
» TR T mm_mmmmwmw mmw mm wmmm MW
B
i Hahrmlin s
Wm‘mﬂ i ummwmmwdmmmm mm.m»Wmmwmmmm
,.,m%mrmmmw-r:mmm i mﬁwmm ?mm
i3 257 43403 1 I LEP
wmmmnw m.m MMMMW mnmm WM mmmm m . m,wm WMM Mw
il il g
it A mmlr sl
s mm i Rl a5 mmma
m&.&ﬁﬁ jiri i 1 Wmm mw i
i anm mummmm ies {1 mmam mmwmmm* ”m MWM
if.:;m I il Lifti
“mmMuwummmumMm T : Mmm w mmw mmmwhm
m b iy Hmm Mumm mmmw mm%;wmm WMm m
wmm mmmume mm »mw ﬂMmmMumwm wu mmmem
“.mr ﬁmﬁ it 5 i
it jitliidn i mm:
m ummm w i W mme mmm mammmumm : Y uu
wmwm mmmm m mmmwmm mmm mmmm
mmMm Tt mm Mwmm w m. WM mmu ww
£y 14E m MM mMm mMmm z u mMm
:&mm mm mmmww il m wmwn m
Hadatlal gl mm § MM ‘;m wﬂmu. : m
mw i, mm%% mam mmm LT
s
memummhmww o ,;




